
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the twenty ninth series of annual statistical report published by the 

Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment 

that provides a continuous review of the trend and development of the 

foreign employment industry in Sri Lanka. 
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Recruitment Channels 

Approximately 193,784 workers migrated through private, 

self-initiated efforts 121,002 workers. 

 

Highlights 

Total Registration Of Migrant Employees with 

SLBFE 314,786 Sri in 2024 

Migration Trends 

By mid-December 2024, over 300,000 Sri Lankans 

had departed for overseas employment, surpassing 

previous peak figures and indicating sustained 

growth in outbound migration. 

Remittances 

Workers’ remittances increased by 10.1%, 

reaching USD 6.5 billion 

Major Destination of Sri Lankan Employees 

Kuwait 77,917 

United Arab Emirates 52,067 

Saudi Arabia 48,020 

Qatar 46,639. 

 Composition 

        

Gender Dynamics 

Male migrant workers increased 

to 59.3% of all registrations, reversing the trend observed in 2023. 

(186,674 = 2024) 

Female migrant workers, constituting 40.7% of the workforce, 

saw a decline after 2023 (128,112 = 2024) 

Age Profile 

The majority of migrant workers 16.74% are aged between 30 and 34 years. 



 
 
 
 

 
Table 1.1 

Migrant Employee’s Registration with the SLBFE by Gender 1986-2024 
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Table 1.3 

Total Migrant Employee’s Registration with the SLBFE by Manpower Level 1994 – 2024 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Source-Information Technology Division-SLBFE 

  

 

 

Year 

 

Skilled 

 

% 

 

Low skilled  

 

% 

 

Total 

1994 51344 85.33 8,824 14.67 60,168 

1995 148992 86.38 23,497 13.62 172,489 

1996 140647 86.51 21,929 13.49 162,576 

1997 129718 86.32 20,565 13.68 150,283 

1998 125512 78.54 34,304 21.46 159,816 

1999 135964 75.65 43,771 24.35 179,735 

2000 146429 80.37 35,759 19.63 182,188 

2001 150622 81.86 33,385 18.14 184,007 

2002 167288 82.1 36,485 17.9 203,773 

2003 165582 78.91 44,264 21.09 209,846 

2004 171505 79.88 43,204 20.12 214,709 

2005 189386 81.88 41,904 18.12 231,290 

2006 161036 79.74 40,912 20.26 201,948 

2007 162784 74.51 55,675 25.49 218,459 

2008 185934 74.23 64,565 25.77 250,499 

2009 190938 77.26 56,188 22.74 247,126 

2010 202153 75.57 65,354 24.43 267,507 

2011 195101 74.19 67,860 25.81 262,961 

2012 216073 76.5 66,374 23.5 282,447 

2013 218829 74.63 74,389 25.37 293,218 

2014 217207 72.23 83,496 27.77 300,703 

2015              180611                 68.56                82,832                  31.44              263,443 

2016 167234 68.87 75,582 31.13 242,816 

2017 147641 69.64 64,351 30.36 211,992 

2018 156,739 74.21 54,472 25.79 211,211 

2019 148,949 73.34 54,138 26.66 203,087 

2020 38,935 72.49 14,776 27.51 53,711 

2021 88,658 72.51 33,606 27.49 122,264 

2022 207,369 66.69 103,584 33.31 310,953 

2023 208,465 70.05 89,122 29.95 297,587 

2024 244,467 77.66 70,319 22.34 314,786 
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Table 1.4 

Registration of Male Migrant Employees with the SLBFE by Manpower Level 1994-2024 
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Table 1.5 

Registration of Female Migrant Employees with the SLBFE by Manpower Level 1994-2024 
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Table 1.6 

Migrant Employee’s Registration with the SLBFE by Country and Manpower Level 2024 
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Table 1.13 

Migrant Employee’s Total Registration with the SLBFE by Districts 2024 
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