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Outward Labour Migration in Sri Lanka 2024

Total Registration Of Migrant Employees with
SLBFE 314,786 Sri in 2024

Highlights

Migration Trends
By mid-December 2024, over 300,000 Sri Lankans
had departed for overseas employment, surpassing
previous peak figures and indicating sustained
growth in outbound migration.

Remittances
Workers’ remittances increased by 10.1%,
reaching USD 6.5 billion

Major Destination of Sri Lankan Employees
Kuwait 77,917
United Arab Emirates 52,067
Saudi Arabia 48,020
Qatar 46,639.

Skill Composition
Skilled migration accounted for 77.66% of total registrations,

Gender Dynamics
Male migrant workers increased
to 59.3% of all registrations, reversing the trend observed in 2023.
(186,674 = 2024)
Female migrant workers, constituting 40.7% of the workforce,
saw a decline after 2023 (128,112 = 2024)

Age Profile
The majority of migrant workers 16.74% are aged between 30 and 34 years.

Recruitment Channels
Approximately 193,784 workers migrated through private,
self-initiated efforts 121,002 workers.
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Table 1.1

Migrant Employee’s Registration with the SLBFE by Gender 1986-2024
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Table 1.3

Total Migrant Employee’s Registration with the SLBFE by Manpower Level 1994 – 2024
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Table 1.4

Registration of Male Migrant Employees with the SLBFE by Manpower Level 1994-2024
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Table 1.5

Registration of Female Migrant Employees with the SLBFE by Manpower Level 1994-2024
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Table 1.6

Migrant Employee’s Registration with the SLBFE by Country and Manpower Level 2024
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Table 1.13 

Migrant Employee’s Total Registration with the SLBFE by Districts 2024


